FORMAZIONE INIZIALE DEGLI INSEGNANTI – INITIAL TEACHER EDUCATION

* Giulia Corsalini, “Percorsi di formazione all’insegnamento letterario. Didattica del testo”, -  “Educating student teachers in the humanities for teaching literature: the text”, UeS, XI, 1, pag. 4. 
Reflecting on the text is the starting point of any discussion on literature and a focal point of teaching about literature. The paper illustrates a course on teaching about the text, designed along the theoretical guidelines reported in a former paper (UeS, 2/R 2005). After having examined the requirements and indications issued by the ministry of education, the current teaching methods are presented, an observation/analysis form is developed for use in educational contexts and a laboratory experience is described.

* Maria Antonietta Carrozza, Silvia Zanetti, “Sperimentazione di un corso di Formazione a Distanza con un approccio self development” - “Trial of a self developmental distance learning course”, UeS, XI, 2, pag. 2

The article describes the theoretical reference model, planning and trial of an e-learning course for teachers of lab practice and technology, during which the trainers offered counselling and prepared disciplinary and laboratory learning objects aimed at specific professional skills. The results indicate that a distance learning course oriented to adult learners can be more flexible and effective if designed and organised with regard to self development and self empowerment.  
DIDATTICA ALL’UNIVERSITA’ – TEACHING AT THE UNIVERSITY

* Valentina Ghione, “Il laboratorio sulle abilità di studio. Un’esperienza pilota per sostenere il primo accostamento allo studio universitario della psicologia”, - “A lab on study skills. A pilot program for a first approach to studying psychology in the university”, UeS, XI, 1, pag. 13.

The article reports on a pilot program that involved first–year students at the University of Rome “La Sapienza”, aimed at developing student study skills and facilitating the transition from secondary school to university. The students were introduced to some distinctive aspects of psychology with the purpose of developing active didactic and learning strategies based on a coherent interaction between learning processes and lectures, stressing the cognitive and emotional-motivational aid offered by group interaction between learners in the frame of the neo-vygotskian approach to social constructivism.    

*Matilde Vicentini, “Alcuni risultati della ricerca in didattica che dovrebbero essere conosciuti (e utilizzati anche dai docenti universitari)”, “Research results in science education that should be known (and applied also at the university)”, UeS, XII,  pag. ….

Some aspects of teaching at the university level are examined and compared with the findings of the over 50 year-old research on science education. Research has informed the teaching practice at lower school levels but is practically ignored by most university teachers, whose beliefs are disproved by the research results. Suggestions for improving university teaching are given.

* Matilde Vicentini, Luciana Danusso, Vittoria Mangani, “Le competenze disciplinari per la professione di insegnante: confronto con le competenze fornite nei corsi di laurea” – “Academic discipline knowledge for the teaching profession compared with the offerings of the university”, UeS, XII,  pag.  

The paper discusses the disciplinary knowledge in physics, as shown by answers to the entrance test and by other activities, of three-year graduates in maths or physics who enrol in the School of Specialization for teaching. The answers to the test reveal difficulties in connecting everyday phenomena and theoretical knowledge, in using the language of physics, in understanding the structure of scientific knowledge. In some instances naive physics patterns and fragmented knowledge are recognisable. 

FORMAZIONE IN SERVIZIO – IN-SERVICE EDUCATION OF TEACHERS
*Gianni Stocchino, Marco Giucciardi, Francesca Mereu, Andrea Selis, “Insegnanti di Educazione Fisica e integrazione scolastica” – “Physical Education teachers and school integration”, UeS, XI, 1, pag. 23

Italian teachers have scarcely or never received an adequate specific curricular training towards integrating pupils in schools. The paper investigates the attitudes of PE teachers towards the inclusion of students with disabilities in regular lessons, with the hypothesis that positive attitudes depend on the teachers’ education and previous experience in teaching students with disabilities. PEATID III, adapted for application in Italy, was administered to a sample of 153 in-service and pre-service PE teachers. MANOVA was used to analyse the answers to the questionnaire. The results indicate that only the teachers who have specific training implement inclusion favouring strategies with confidence. Therefore an inclusive training for integrating pupils appears necessary.

ORIENTAMENTO – GUIDANCE
* Gabriele Anzellotti, “L’orientamento e i problemi nel passaggio dalla Scuola all’Università. Un’occasione di rinnovamento per tutto il sistema di istruzione” - “High-school guidance to further education: an opportunity for renewing the educational system.”, UeS, XII, pag.
The Italian education system faces several problems related to the step from high school to further education. High school students rarely have adequate opportunities to learn about the relevant issues, the university options and courses, the required knowledge and abilities and the possible professional outcomes. Adequate partnerships between Schools and Universities are lacking, the basic knowledge required for entering the university is not consensually defined and a national system of tests and benchmarks for measuring and comparing such knowledge does not exist. Some recent work, especially for science and engineering subjects, shows that much can be done provided the problems are focussed and linked correctly and a shared national strategy is carried out coherently. The paper describes the problems and some common misconceptions about their possible solutions, and proposes such a strategy.
Interventi e dibattiti – Contributions and Debates

* Mario Branca, Isabella Soletta, “Una scuola a due velocità. Risultati delle rilevazioni nazionali ed internazionali sulle competenze degli studenti in Sardegna” – “One school, two speeds. Results of national and international enquiries on pupils’ knowledge and competencies in Sardinia”, UeS, XI, pag. 31

The comparison with the national results of the scores obtained in some national and international tests and investigations by the Sardinian pupils reveals marked differences in performance. The disadvantage of southern Italy and particularly of Sardinia clearly appears.

Esperienze – Experiences 
*Stefano Stefanel, “Il raccordo tra  Università e Scuola” - “The University-School connection”, UeS, XII, pag.  

The relationship between schools and universities must be founded on mutual recognition and agreement. In Udine the main issues pertaining to teacher initial education and in-service updating are discussed and agreed upon by the joint CRUS commission. A meeting on the apprenticeship of student teachers in schools was organized by CRUS in 2006.
